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To escape Hitler’s Germany, Mr. Szego im-

migrated to the United States with his family in 
1934. After he started his studies at Stanford 
University, his education was interrupted in 
1944 when he entered the U.S. Army to serve 
in Europe as a dental technician until 1946. 
After WWII, Mr. Szego returned to the United 
States to finish college, undertake course work 
toward a Ph.D., and teach at Rice University, 
Houston, Texas, and Santa Clara University. 

Around this time, Mr. Szego began his life- 
long activism for civil rights, justice, peace, 
and many political campaigns for candidates 
who stood for these causes. After doing re-
search for over a decade and while continuing 
to work and publish in applied mathematics, 
Mr. Szego left engineering to join the staff to 
Mr. Dan McCorquodale, the Santa Clara 
County Supervisor at the time. Among other 
things, in 1963, Mr. Szego joined an interracial 
group to take part in the March on Wash-
ington. Additionally, Mr. Szego served as an 
advisor to U.S. Representative Phil Burton on 
the issue of drafting fair political districts long 
before computer programs were used to draw 
boundaries. 

After his retirement from the Legislature in 
1991, Mr. Szego continued to work even hard-
er to improve the lives of people of all races, 
backgrounds and ages, both on the local and 
national levels. In fact, in recognition of his nu-
merous years of dedicated volunteer service, 
Mr. Szego received the AARP’s highest state 
honor, the California Percy Andrus Award for 
Community Service. Deservedly, in May, 
2014, Mr. Szego received the Santa Clara 
County Democratic Party Don Edwards Life-
time Achievement Award. 

We join Mr. Szego’s family, colleagues, and 
our community to express our heartfelt sense 
of loss. Mr. Szego’s service leaves our world 
a better place, and he will be dearly missed. 
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TO COMMEMORATE THE LIFE OF 
SARDAR GANGA SINGH DHILLON 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 12, 2014 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate the distinguished life of Sardar 
Ganga Singh Dhillon, who passed away on 
September 24, 2014 at the age of 86. 

Ganga Singh Dhillon was born in the 
Sheikhupura area of West Punjab. He re-
ceived his early education at Chak 19 and the 
Guru Nanak Khalsa High School Nanakana 
Sahib. He later joined the Sikh National Col-
lege Lahore. 

This was a time of great political and reli-
gious turmoil throughout the Indian sub-con-
tinent. The region was on the verge of being 
divided, and the interests of the Sikh commu-
nity were not being addressed. S. Dhillon be-
came one of the foremost original leaders of 
the Sikh struggle. In 1947 he was arrested in 
Lahore along with several other students for 
promoting Khalistan, a Sikh nation. That same 
year, his father was shot and killed by the 
Pakistani army while trying to resolve an issue 
between the Sikhs and Muslims. 

Ganga Singh Dhillon then moved with his 
family to India where he was mentored by S. 
Joginder Singh Mann, an old family friend. 
While in India, S. Dhillon began his battle to 

preserve Sikh holy sites, especially the birth-
place of the first Sikh guru, Guru Nanak Dev, 
and to allow Sikh pilgrims the right to visit 
these sites. However, his cause was consid-
ered far too radical, and he was taken into 
custody and held in the Nabha jail for a year 
and a half. It would take fifty years for this bat-
tle to be won; in 1999 the President of Paki-
stan finally granted the Pakistan Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee the right to maintain 
Sikh shrines and began granting more visas 
so that Sikhs abroad can visit them. 

With the help of S. Mann, Sardar Ganga 
Singh Dhillon moved to the United States in 
the 1960s where he continued his advocacy 
on behalf of Sikh concerns. S. Dhillon was 
committed to improving relationships and un-
derstanding between Sikhs and other cultures 
and religions. He discussed issues with pa-
tience, logic, and advocacy for peaceful solu-
tions, even with his most bitter adversaries. In 
1965, S. Dhillon founded the John F. Kennedy 
Memorial Hockey Tournament. The core mis-
sion of this tournament was to build friendship 
and stronger bonds through sport, and to de-
velop better understanding and mutual respect 
for people of all countries, rich and poor, 
through competition and sportsmanship. This 
tournament is now one of the largest inter-
national hockey tournaments in the United 
States. 

In 1981, S. Dhillon returned to India to de-
liver a Presidential Address entitled ‘‘Sikhs Are 
a Nation’’ at the 54th All India Sikh Edu-
cational Conference. Reaction to his speech 
was overwhelmingly hostile, forcing him to 
leave India immediately. He was banned from 
ever travelling to India as a result. 

S. Dhillon was also a leader on other issues 
of importance to the international Sikh commu-
nity. He along with others established the 
Nanakana Sahib Foundation, the purpose of 
which was to bridge the gap between Sikhs 
and their Pakistani Muslim brothers. This foun-
dation is jointly funded and run by Muslim and 
Sikh private individuals, and houses a library, 
a guest house, and hospital where free med-
ical care is provided to the poor. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in commemorating and celebrating the life 
of my friend, Sardar Ganga Singh Dhillon and 
in expressing sincere condolences to his fam-
ily. Sadar Ganga Singh Dhillon rightfully be-
longs in a select group of very rare individuals 
who, through peaceful means, have truly 
changed the world. His efforts on behalf of the 
international Sikh community and in improve-
ment of relationships between cultures will 
leave a lasting legacy. 
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RAINN’S 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 12, 2014 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it’s my 
honor to recognize the 20th anniversary of the 
Rape Abuse & Incest National Network 
(RAINN), one of our Nation’s most effective 
victims’ organizations. 

Founded by Scott Berkowitz in 1994, RAINN 
is the Nation’s largest anti-sexual violence or-
ganization. 

Their cutting edge work has changed the 
outcome for victims of sexual violence for 
years. 

They have made the country more aware of 
the evil of sexual assault and have aided mil-
lions of victims. 

RAINN created and operates the National 
Sexual Assault Hotline, which provides victims 
of sexual assault with free, confidential serv-
ices around the clock and has served over 1.5 
million people since 1994. 

The hotline expanded its services going on-
line in 2007 helping to reach even more vic-
tims. 

In addition, RAINN operates the DOD Safe 
Helpline to aid victims of sexual violence in 
our military. 

Beyond the hotline and other direct victim 
services, RAINN advocates for policies that 
change the lives of victims of sexual assault 
and engages the public to advocate on behalf 
of victims’ rights bills. 

They were vital in the passage of the 
Debbie Smith Act, its subsequent reauthoriza-
tions, the DNA Fingerprint Act, and the Kate 
Puzey Peace Corps Volunteer Protection Act, 
and the Sexual Assault Forensic Evidence Re-
porting Act. 

I worked with RAINN on SAFER for years 
along with Congresswoman MALONEY and 
Senator CORNYN. 

SAFER provides grants to states and local-
ities with existing funds to audit their rape kit 
backlog and makes this information available 
to the public. 

SAFER also mandates that more current 
funds go directly to test rape kits. 

Despite the various barriers we encountered 
throughout the years since this idea was 
brought to me by RAINN, Scott Berkowitz and 
the incredible staff at RAINN never gave up. 

They persevered because they knew it was 
right. 

They knew that SAFER would bring justice 
to victims and put perpetrators where they be-
long, behind bars. 

Scott’s spirit is like that of a Texan, even 
though he’s from New Jersey, but we won’t 
hold that against him. 

That is why we work together so well. 
Congratulations on 20 years of making a 

true difference in victims’ lives. 
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RECOGNIZING SUSAN CUNDIFF AS 
THE HURLBURT AIR FORCE AS-
SOCIATION CHAPTER 398 HIGH 
SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
FOR 2014 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 12, 2014 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
privilege to recognize Ms. Susan Cundiff as 
the Hurlburt Air Force Association (AFA) 
Chapter 398 High School Teacher of the Year 
for 2014. Ms. Cundiff was among three edu-
cators selected throughout Northwest Florida 
for her inspiring efforts to bolster her students’ 
interest in science, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM) education, and I am 
pleased to honor her outstanding achieve-
ments. 

Ms. Cundiff joins the ranks of teachers pre-
viously bestowed this honor for her more than 
three decades of service as an educator at 
Gulf Breeze High School and her service to 
the Gulf Coast community. Since 1983, she 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:33 Nov 13, 2014 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K12NO8.048 E12NOPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-25T14:54:36-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




